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Project Overview

Superior Street 1870

Å hƴŜ ƻŦ 5ǳƭǳǘƘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ

ï άSuperior Street was a mere 
trail cut through the woods, so 
rough that sledges and 
wagons, which constituted 
traffic, had to wind their way 
carefully around tree stumps 
ŀƴŘ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΧWolves, bears, 
and deer living in the 
surrounding woods used to 
come to the edge of town to 
peer curiously at the usurping 
humans, and at night the cries 
of wild animals could be heard 
Φ Φ Φ  ά
Å E.A. Silberstein (Duluth, 1870)



Project Background

Superior Street 1887

Å The City Grows 

ï²Ƙŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜǊŜ 5ǳƭǳǘƘΩǎ 
current water and sewer 
systems installed?



Project Background

Superior Street 1922



Project Background

Superior Street 1950s

ÅCommercial and retail hub and focal point of the 
downtown area

ÅHistory of transportation challenges as main route 
into and through Duluth

ÅάPoor old downtown Superior Street.
!ƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊǳǎŜŘ . . 
. an 80-ft-wide strip of street and 
sidewalks that is being used at 20 
percent above its carrying capacity . . . 
used daily by 17,000 vehicles and 
моΣллл ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎέ ό5b¢Σ мфтрύ



Project Background

Superior Street 1985

1980s 

I-35 Extension & 
Downtown 
Renaissance 
Projects
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Project Overview - Utilities

Representative Utility Layout



Project Overview - Utilities

Water

ÅRemoval & Replacement of existing 1880s vintage 16-inch 
Cast Iron water main with new 20-inch HDPE water main.

ÅRemoval & replacement of existing water services.  
Requires temporary water main service system at street 
level.

ÅTypically on south side of Superior Street at a depth of 7-ft 
to 10-ft and at Avenues (crossing Superior St).

ÅPipe is butt fused generally outside of trench then pulled 
into the excavated water main trench.



Project Overview - Utilities

Water

Services & Service Interruptions (wŜǉΩŘ2X):
ÅOffice / Non-RetailτAfter 5 pm
ÅRetailτAfter close of business
ÅBarsτAfter 2 am and probably no later than 10 

AM
ÅRestaurants/BarsτLate Night / Morning TBD
ÅHotelsτbetween Midnight and 5 AM.  Includes 

Sheraton, Holiday, Voyageur Inn and Radisson.

ÅService Interruptions coordinatedduring 
construction to provide notice and input from 
building owners / businesses



Project Overview - Utilities

Hot Water

Å ¦Ǉ ǘƻ нуέ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ ǇǊŜ-insulated hot 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇƛǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇ ǘƻ нлέ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ 
steel carrying pipe.

Å PVC jacket fusion welded and insulated at 
seams to prevent water intrusion.

Å One supply pipe, one return pipe.  Typically 
3-ft deep +.

Å Typically on north side of street.

Å Service connections to buildings



Project Overview - Utilities

Storm Sewer

Å Removal and Replacement of  storm sewer 
within project limits.

Å Connection of building roof drains to new 
storm sewer.

Å Installation of stormwater treatment 
structures at 2nd, 3rd & 4th Avenues East.

Å Typically 2nd deepest utility 5-ft depth +/-.



Project Overview - Utilities

Electrical Duct Bank

Å Installation of concrete encased duct bank consisting typically 
of (6) 6-inch PVC conduits encased in concrete.

Å Typically 3-ft + deep near centerline of Superior Street.
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